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Do FRCC Students in the College Now Program Continue their PostSecondary education --either at FRCC or Transfer to a Four-Year Institution?
And,
How do College Now Students Compare to Other First Term Students in
One-Year Success Measures?
The Front Range Community College dual enrollment program, which provides high school
students the opportunity to take courses for college credit, is called “College Now”. The college
classes may be held at the student’s high school, or the student may take classes at an FRCC
campus alongside our regular college students. With the Concurrent Enrollment legislation and
the Accelerating Students Through Concurrent Enrollment (ASCENT) legislation, it is possible
for a high school student to earn both an associate’s degree and high school diploma at the same
time without accruing any tuition costs. The legislation authorizing dual enrollment has shifted
over the years but the overarching concept of earning college credit while in high school has
remained the same.
The Office of Institutional Research tracked College Now students to answer two questions:
1) How many enroll at FRCC as an undergraduate student or transfer to a four-year institution;
2) How do their rates of graduating, transferring, or retaining compare to the new, first-time
undergraduate cohort.

ENROLL AS UNDERGRADUATE AT FRCC OR TRANSFER TO A 4-YEAR INSTITUTION
IR created cohorts of all students during their first term as a College Now student at FRCC.
They were tracked forward to see if they continued post-secondary education, either at FRCC or
at another institution. Those who neither enrolled at FRCC nor transferred are “unaccounted
for”.
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The chart may appear to indicate that later College Now cohorts do not enroll or transfer as often
as earlier cohorts. This is due to the later cohorts not yet having enough time to
1) finish their College Now courses,
2) enroll as an FRCC undergraduate, and/or,
3) transfer to some other institution.
Since some of these unaccounted for students may still enroll at FRCC or elsewhere at a later
date, the percentages of transfer or FRCC undergraduates will continue to rise as we persist in
our efforts to track these students.
32% of College Now students enroll at FRCC as undergraduates, 34% enroll at a four-year
institution, and 4% at another two-year college. Over the years, about 29% of College Now
students have been “unaccounted for” after their high school graduation, neither enrolling at
FRCC nor at any other institution.

We are unable to track ex-students as they enter the workforce, though that would be considered
a successful outcome for “unaccounted for” students if they qualified for jobs with skills and
certifications they acquired at FRCC. Between 2002 and 2015, 9% of the “unaccounted for”
students earned an award at FRCC while still in College Now. The number of students receiving
certificates is rising with the increased practice of auto-conferring certificates.
Over the years, the most popular four-year institutions College Now students transferred into
were Colorado State University, University of Colorado at Boulder, University of Colorado at
Denver, and University of Northern Colorado.
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Colorado State University
University Of Colorado At Boulder
University Of Colorado At Denver Health Sciences
University Of Northern Colorado
Metropolitan State College Of Denver
Colorado School Of Mines
Mesa State College
University Of Colorado At Colorado Springs
University Of Wyoming
University Of Denver - Colorado

822
590
554
439
339
129
117
116
100
89

COMPARE ONE-YEAR SUCCESS RATES BETWEEN COLLEGE NOW AND NONCOLLEGE NOW
Students were placed in cohorts based on their first term at FRCC. Those who were College
Now students were compared to non-College Now students to see their rates of graduation,
transferring, or retention at FRCC one year later.
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The average of the one-year success rates for cohorts between Fall 2001 and Fall 2015 were 9%
higher in the College Now group (a difference of five percentage points.) “Success rates”
include a combination of graduating from FRCC, transferring elsewhere, or re-enrolling at FRCC
by the following fall term. However, the source of this disparity was due to the increased
likelihood of College Now students to transfer in their first year than the non-College Now
cohort, 27% vs 15%. Fewer than 5% of either group graduated within one year (almost always
earning a certificate) while College Now students had lower fall-to-fall retention rates (32% vs.
38%).

Please contact Kim Wallace at Kim.Wallace@FrontRange.edu for any questions.
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