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“Collecting, analyzing, interpreting, and delivering institutional information.”

FALL 2011 SURVEY RESPONDENTS
AND SUBSEQUENT GRADUATION BEHAVIOR
Currently Enrolled Survey and National Student Clearinghouse
The Office of Institutional Research administers a survey to all enrolled students each fall. In fall 2011, the
survey was sent to 20,390 students and had a response rate of 16% (3,248). In this year additional questions
were included to see how much students knew about the Guaranteed Transfer Pathways (GT). This program
guarantees all credits from transferring students with an associates degree from a public Colorado school will be
accepted at any public Colorado 4-year institution. It was hoped that the exposure to these questions would also
transmit this information to survey respondents and they would be more likely to graduate before transferring.
We now have data from National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) on how many of these students have
subsequently graduated and/or transferred in the intervening two years. Data on transfers lags one year because
we do not submit FRCC students to NSC until one year after they have left FRCC so the transfer rates will
increase over time.
In order to focus on the “transfer degrees” of AA, AS, or AGS, we removed all graduates with Certificates or
Applied Science degrees. In the two years since the survey was administered, 25% (827) of respondents and
26% (4407) of the non-respondents have either graduated with a transfer degree or transferred without
graduating. As in all past years, more than twice as many students transfer than graduate. However, respondents
were 15% more likely to graduate before transferring than non-respondents.
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Survey Questions
The most popular reason given for transferring without earning an associates was that their goal was to get a
bachelor’s degree and there was no need to get an associates.
Those who said they were co-enrolled at a 4year institution were highly unlikely to graduate at FRCC, and were
most likely to transfer.
Except for one questions, respondents who said any of these reasons to transfer without an associates was a high
priority were less likely to graduate before transferring.

In contrast, respondents who said any of these reasons to earn an associates degree before transferring was a
high priority were more likely to graduate before transferring.
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Students who said they were fully informed about the GT pathways were many times more likely to graduate
before transferring than those who were less informed about it.

While this analysis does not control for the possibility that survey respondents are also the type of student who
is more likely to graduate before transferring, there is strong evidence to support the hypothesis that exposure to
these questions increased the incidence of students graduating before transferring.

Additional, more detailed, analyses are available upon request. Please contact Kim Wallace by phone at 303404-5316 or by e-mail at kim.wallace@frontrange.edu to request such an analysis.
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