Essay Instructions to Students
The essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively you can develop and express your ideas in writing.
You will be assigned a question that is focused on an important issue. You will then plan and write a multi-paragraph essay (300-600
words; Note: to leave a blank line between paragraphs, press the “Enter” key, do not use “Tab” key.) in which you develop your own
point of view on the issue. You should support your position with appropriate reasoning and examples. The position you take will
not influence your score. Your essay will be read by a computer program and will be given a score on a scale of 0-6 that represents
how clearly and effectively you expressed your position. The following five categories will be considered when your essay is scored:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Focus and Meaning – How well do you stick to the main idea
Content and Development – How much do you elaborate on and support your ideas
Organization – To what extent are your ideas arranged in a logical order
Language Use and Style – To what extent are you using a wide vocabulary and structuring sentences in a variety of
ways
Mechanics and Conventions – To what extent is your essay free of grammar or punctuation errors, spelling errors, and
typos

The following list of red flags may result in a low score or even a score of zero.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Off Topic – Essays that don’t have enough keywords relating to the topic
Too Short – Essays that are less than fifty words, less than three sentences, or have no punctuation (periods, commas,
semicolons, etc.…)
Repetitious – The same words, phrases, or sentences appear too often in the essay
Unknown Words – Essays that have many uncommon or misspelled words or use words in another language
Major Sentence Level Errors – Essays that have too many grammar errors, sentences that aren’t punctuated correctly,
or are long but contain few or no periods

Copied Prompt – If the writer copies and pastes parts of or the entire writing prompt into any part of the essay

